NEWSLETTER

Issue No 78
Announcements at Revised Committee
the February Meeting Structure
The February meeting began on a sad With immediate effect the officers of

note, the announcement of the death of the club are therefore as follows:
long term member Bob Woodford in late
January. Those present took a minute for Chairman and Newsletter editor:
silent devotion in his memory. Mike Elliston, 96 Sparrows Herne,
Basildon, Essex SS16 SEX.
This was followed by a special General Secretary:

Meeting of the club to explain the position Peter A Clark, 8 Wiltshire Avenue,
following the resignation of David Lalicu Hornchurch, Essex RM11 3DX
as Secretary. 01708 450596.

At the Committee meeting at the end of Membership Secretary
January, Peter Clark, who had previously and Disc Drive editor:

been selected as a co-opted Commitiee Steve Massam, 27 St Marks Road,
Member some months earlier, was asked to Benfleet, Essex SS7 2PY
stand in as Secretary. 01702 555398.

It was pointed out to those present at the  Treasurer:
General Meeting that there appeared to be Nick Chaundy, 2 Clickett Hill,
no mechanism in the present constitution Basildon, Essex SS14 1NP
to replace the previous Secretary without 01268 454917.
an election, that the club could not run for Ordinary Member:
a month or more without a Secretary, and Peter Hathaway, 52 Woodbrooke Way,
that without a Secretary to call an election, Stanford-le-Hope, Essex SS17 9DP
etc., there would be stalemate. It was 01375 672759.
therefore necessary to elect a Secretary as
soon as possible. Public Domain Librarian:

The Chairman therefore proposed Peter Daniel French, 44 Charcot House,
Clark for Secretary until the AGM in Highcliffe Drive, Roehampton,
September, this was seconded by Ken London SW15 4PT
Davies, and the vote was unanimous. 0208 876 9251.
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It is likely that the post of Membership
Secretary will also be taken over by Peter
Clark at some point in the future under a
merged post of Club Secretary but please
continue to liaise with Steve on member-
ship matters until a formal notice appears
in the Newsletter. (Advertisements for
inclusion in the Newsletter and the Disc
Drive should be sent to the appropriate
editor.)

Crossword Competition
Results

After the above formalities, and on a
lighter note, the winner of the recent
crossword puzzle competition was drawn
from the hat from the ten entries submitted.
The prize of a copy of the club’s
Crossword Maker pack was awarded to
Harry Sanderson of Hampton in
Middlesex. Congratulations, Harry!

The rest of the meeting continued with
the second part of the discussion on using
LocoScript on the PCW.

Deceased Members

Four members of the committee and a
number of other members of the club
attended at Bob Woodford’s funeral at
Southend Crematorium on the afternoon of
Thursday 10th February.

It is with regret that I must also
announce the death of another member of
the club, Charles Patrick Creighton of
Great Boughton, Chester. He had only
been a member for a couple of years but he
was an active correspondent on PCW
matters and obviously enjoyed using his
PCW. Our sympathies go to his family on
this sad loss.

Future Meetings

I apologise for the error which appeared
in the last Newsletter regarding the dates
and topics of the next few meetings. The
correct details are as follows:

Thursday 2nd March:

Labels using LocoFile and LocoMail
Thursday 6th April:

Introduction to CP/M: Part One.
Thursday 11th May:

Introduction to CP/M: Part Two.
Thursday 1st June:

Introduction to BASIC: Part 1

Please note that the May meeting is on
Thursday 11th May, the second Thursday
in that month, as local elections are being
held on the 4th May and the building will
not be available to the public.

All these meetings are held in Room
Four at the Basildon Centre, St Martins
Square, Basildon, Essex.

Do you live near Colchester?

Following our appeal for other members
of the club to consider forming their own
local branches or meeting groups, Jane
Reynolds from Colchester announces that
she is willing to give a lift by car to club
meetings held in Basildon to any members
who live in the postcode areas CO1-COS.

Alternatively if you live some distance
away from Jane you may find it convenient
to drive to Chelmsford and travel up
together from there. Please contact Jane
direct to make your own arrangements.

Jane’s phone number is 01206 383118
and the next few meetings are listed above.

Thank you to Jane for this initiative.
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PCW Contact Point

Further to the PCW Contact Point in the last Newsletter here is a second list of people
who have contacted the Club asking if our members would be interested in their PCWs,
In most cases additional related items are on offer as well. You are invited to make
contact directly with the advertiser and make mutual arrangements for delivery and price.

Dr P F A Watkins,

Weir Mill,

Drewsteignton,

Exeter EX6 6QA

01647 24223

PCW 9512+ in perfect
working order with printer,
manuals and discs.

Mr J Trehoux,

Glebe Cottage,

Corscombe,

Dorchester,

Dorset DT2 ONU

01935 891202

Free PCW 8256 to anyone
willing to collect. Original
discs, manuals, box of
discs. Good working order

Mr D A Lickman,

1 Willow Crescent,

Willow Lane,

Gedling, Notts NG4 4BL
01159561053

PCW8512, much modified,
32" drive, 1 Mb memory,
many 3" discs. PCW free
to anyone willing to collect.
Offers for 3" discs..

Mr H G White,

3 Willow Dene,

Bushey Heath,

Herts  WD2 1PS

0208 386 1138

PCW 8256 with 3" A: and

312" B: drives & 768k Ram.

Loco3, LocoFile, Canon
BJ200ex printer. Perfect
working order, Free to
anyone willing to collect.
hgandj@cw.com

Mr G D Gana,

76 Brompton Road,
Kingsbury,

London NW99DD

0208 204 4589

PCW 8256, SCA 768k
Rampack (boxed), six new
3" CF2 discs.

Mr R Bentley,

29 Vernon Avenue,
Woodingdean,

Brighton,

East Sussex BN2 6BF
PCW 9512, keyboard,
discs; good order but
needs drive belt. Offers.

Mrs A Price,

2 Fulton Close,

Ipplepen,

Newton Abbott,

Devon TQI125YJ

PCW 9512 and printer in
full working order.

Mr A R Wright,

Quorn Cottage,
Grondborough,

Rugby CV23 8DH

01788 814728

Upgraded PCW 8256 plus
a good deal of software.

Mr E Roberts,

45 Point Adam Crescent,
Ruabon,

Wrexham LL14 6ED
01978 820627

Canon BJ1-ex printer in
excellent condition. Offers.

The above information is
printed as provided. The Club
can not be held responsible
for the condition of any of the
goods offered.

The following machine is an Amstrad PC, not a PCW, but it is on offer for a small charge
to anyone who could use it: PC8086s processor, 12" white monitor, 314" floppy disc
drive, 640k Ram. Sounds like a 2086 Mono or similar but if you are interested please
contact Mr J Smethurst, Manor House, Lewes Road, East Grinstead, W Sussex RH19 3SY.

Please remember to tell the advertiser where you saw his advertisement.
Please also let the Secretary or the Newsletter Editor know that you have
acquired one of these machines so that it can be removed from the listing.
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Crossword
Competition
Solution

For those still struggling with the Crossword

Competition which accompanied Newsletter
No.76 the solution is given below.
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The name on all PCW computers. (7).

Elevate (4).

Short Monday back for French name. (3).

BASIC logic operator and word connector. (3).

This could be held regularly or just occasionally. (5).
You'd need Zoom (or a lens) to see this! (5).

Steep slope where money is stored. (4).

16 Definitely not landscapes! (9).

19 Out and out removals. (9).

20 Measured in years for a long time. (4).

22 Cambridgeshire town where masho is all mixed up. (5).
23 Now hear this announcer. (5).

24 She's got the habit! (3).

25 This could be a routine or a profile but usually its under water. (3).
26 Emmanations from computers, widé winged fishes and the sun. (4).
27 Hard copy producer. (7).

DOWN

2 A place to buy or sell or even haggle! (6).

3 The fifth letter of belief or doctrine under canvas. (5).
4  Those noisy things in 9000 daisywheel printers. (9).

6  Definitely not thumb down! (5, 6, 2).

7 It all adds up! (5).

8  Gather together after compiling? (8).

9  Male sheep harbours computer add-on. (7).

10 Jealous over PCW 8000 screen display. (5, 4, 4).

16 Learned educator. (9).

17 These might be the ones whodunnit! (8).

18 Staying power of endurance. (7).

21 Fidget whilst playing the violin. (6).

22 Sweet founder of 1 across. (5).

23 Compartment on board ship. (5).
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Title Author Issue Page

Amstrad

Revolutionary Times - PCW technological progress EW1 10 4
BASIC

Basic Listing 1 - Menu.Bas AH 12 19-22
Basic Listing 2 - Temperature conversion AH 13 24-25
Basic Listing 3 - Velocity conversion AH 14 17-18
Basic Listing 4 - Mass conversion AH 15 35-36
Basic Listing 5 - Volume conversion AH 16 7-8
Basic Listing 6 - Length conversion AH 17 18-19
Basic Listing 7 - Area conversion AH 18 34-35
Basic Listing 8 - Force conversion AH 19 16
Basic Listing 9 - Pressure conversion AH 20 26
Basic Listing 10 - Energy conversion AH 21 24
Catalog.Bas and Caracter.Bas GS 20 10-16
Cataloguing LocoScript discs HC 19 10-12
BASIC tutorial

Programming in Mallard Basic: 1 DF 17 7-9
Programming in Mallard Basic: 2 DF 18 6-9
Programming in Mallard Basic: 3 DF 20 4-9
BASIC98

A review of Basic98 from R.P.Hill NC 17 10
CP/M

File recovery - unerasing lost files RS 20 27
Introduction to CP/M - Part One ME 15 17-24
Introduction to CP/M - Part Two ME 16 21-28
Sort it out with CP/M - copying files RS 19 17-18
Calendars

Idiot proof calendars EB 14 10-11
Clip Art

Gallery NC 8 10
Gallery NC 9 6
Gallery NC 10 11
Gallery NC 11 6
Gallery NC 12 7
Gallery NC 13 22
Gallery NC 14 28
Gallery - Christmas specials NC 15 7-8
Gallery NC 16 40
Gallery - Christmas graphics NC 19 23
Gallery - in the office NC 20 17
Clubs

Other PCW club’s news DL 13 20-21
Spreading the word - join a PCW club EW1 13 23
Communications

Get the comms on - connecting a PCW to the Internet DD 22 6-14
Venturing into comms with Mini Office Professional GH 17 11-13
Competition

1997 Design Competition results NB 17 3-6



Computing

Electric shocker - don’t leave the PCW alone too long
Good health - correct computing posture

I could always count on the PCW

Crossword Maker

Codeword puzzles on a PCW

Codeword puzzles solution

Crossword competition set using the Crossword Maker
Crossword competition solution

Databases
Get it sorted - LocoFile versus MasterFile

Disc Care
Dave’s Tips on floppy disc care
Just the ticket - photo corners to identify discs

Drawmon
A classic program - the Drawmon graphics package

Enditorial
Producing the Disc Drive in LocoScript4, Release2

Flipper
Flipper tip

Furniture
PCW 3-level stacking unit

Grammar

It’s or Its? That is the question

Some commonly confused homophones
Some more commonly confused homophones

Hard Discs
Making a hard disc work on your PCW (revised)

Hardware
Linking two PCWs to one printer
Memoirs of a compulsive gadgeteer

Hints and tips
Are you snowed under? Office management
LocoFile tip: Name that group: Basic tip

Humour

And finally: an Etch-a-Sketch solves the Y2K problems
Cor, strike a light, guv

Fred 1 - Cartoon in MD3

Fred 2 - Cartoon in MD3

Fred 3 - Cartoon in MD3

Fred 4 - Cartoon in MD3

Fred § - Cartoon in MD3

Fred 6 - Cartoon in MD3

Gissa job, guv!

JOYCE

PCW Emulator - How to run your PCW programs on a PC

3
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Keyboards
A discovery - the Teqniche 102 keyboard

Labels
Labels from the PCW (including cassette labels)

Local Landmarks

The Queen Elizabeth II bridge in MD3

The church of SS Peter & Paul, Horndon on the Hill
Tilbury Fort in MD3

Tilbury Riverside PH in MD3

LocoFile
Tip for LocoFile users

LocoFile/Mail
Better bowls with your PCW

LocoMail
Address lists made easy
Simple mail merge

LocoScript

A PCW on National Service - publishing a book
Daisy changes - changing printwheels on the 9512
Hints, tips & gadgets - symbols available in LS2/3
Hints, tips & gadgets updated - more symbols
Mind the Gap - paper length on the matrix printer
Personalised greetings in LS3 or LS4 LX fonts
Printing video cassette labels in LocoScript

Using drive M: to speed up writing and editing

LocoScript tutorials

Just for Starters 1 - formatting & copying discs

Just for Starters 2 - disc management

Just for Starters 3 - page layout, headers & footers &c
Just for Starters 4 - codes and styles

Just for Starters 5 - layouts

Just for Starters 6 - moving around the screen

Just for Starters 7 - blocks and phrases

Just for Starters 8 - template standards

Just for Starters 9 - paper types and labels

LocoScript4

Book review: LS4 basic course with assignments & activities
LocoScript 4 comes to Essex - an introduction

LocoScript 4 on test

LocoScript 4 update

LocoScript4, R2
Desktop publishing with LS4,R2: converting MDP to MDA
LocoScript 4 Release 2 Tip - Telephone symbol

LocoSpell
Check and check again - LocoSpell is great, but

MicroDesign3
Getting a perspective on cubes
Getting a perspective on recession

JB
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NB
NB
NB
NB
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AA
AA
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KR
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Isometric drawing using MicroDesign3

It’s your turn - MD3 templates for Disc Drive pages
Just to keep you on your pixels - two AS pages on A4
Levelling the bottom - aligning text

MD3 Tip and Isometric drawings

Making a date with MD3 - designing a calendar
MicroDesign 3

MicroDesign Graphic Draughts

PCW Plants - artificial plants on the PCW

Playing with patterns in MD3

Proportional scaling graphic images

Quick Tip - creating a horizontal and vertical scale
Rescale rethink - rescaling graphics on screen

To emphasise lettering on a patterned background

MD3 & LS4
Multiple colour printing of MDA files with Loco 4

MD3 fonts

Alphabet mystery - an unusual font for MD3
Extra fonts disc K reviewed

Parts of letters identified

Typyosis - An obsession with typefaces

Magazines
The various Amstrad computer magazines

MasterFile
An ideal solution - MasterFile to LocoScript
MasterFile tips

MicroDraw
Quick on the draw - multiple shapes in MicroDraw

NC100
Oh dear! A new toy: introducing the NC100

NewSweep
Error dilemma - rescuing a file with NewSweep

Ornithology
Computing the birds

PCW 9512+
Screen dumps on a 9512+

PCW DIR

PCW clubs directory

PCW Directory of clubs and suppliers
PCW Directory of clubs and suppliers
PCW Directory of clubs and suppliers
PCW Directory of clubs and suppliers

PCW machines

Approximate date of introduction of Amstrad PCW machines

PcW16
Account Manager program - a review
DOS saves Rosanne - rescuing files
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Disappearing data mystery

Envelopes on the PcW16

How to crash your PcW16

My PcW16 story

News

News - The PcW16 is here - specimen fonts
News - the new PcW 16 on view

PcW16 Database

PcW16 Forum

PcW16 Forum

PcW16 Forum

PcW16 Forum

PcW16 data to PCW9512

Program your PcW16 - spreadsheet converter
Selling the sixteen: Newsletter roundup
Sweet sixteen

Using the PcW16 - Inventory Master review
Using the PcW16 - The Insert Menu

Using the PcW16 address book

Printers
The write connection for external printers

Programming
Writing a Duplicate Bridge Scoring program

Protext
Carriage return extra spacing in Protext
The case for Protext

Public Domain
Cataloguing discs and files

Puzzle page

Crossword puzzle using Crossword Maker program
Just for Fun - Crossword puzzle in MD3

Just for fun - A Word Search puzzle in MD3
Kiddies Crossword

Readers Letters

Caps Lock key: PcW16 spreads: spectacles: isometrics
Competition Winner: PCW Keyboards

Crazy Diamond: Thanks!: Spell-checking MD3 text
LS4 in colour: Labels on BJ10: What Millennium bug?
Last Post - Extracts from readers’ letters

Mail Bag - A cautionary tale - upgrading an Atari

On the Internet: Fax preference service

PCW cupboard: Shift Lock: Oldest PCW: Hard Drives
PcW power supply: HP Deskjet 540: Citizen ABC
PcW10 power pack: Anti-surge plugs: MDA files on HD
PcW16 failure

Start of day disc: Protext Spell on the Network
Support for PCW: Joyce computer club: MD3 on a PC
Unwanted gift - my 9512

Repairs
A PCW repair tip-off
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40



RoutePlanner
A brief run out with RoutePlanner PCW
Using an external printer with Route Planner

Scanning
Twit Tattoo - from tattoo to T shirt

Snippets
News items

Software

Auto Discat review - disc cataloguing program
DIRECT review - disc management program
Data transfer - 2in1 and PCWDOS

Magazine Index - a review

Reviewers’ Guide to software reviews

Right to reply - Auto Discat

SuperDos 2 - a brief review

The amazing world of Public Domain software
Writing Recall - Instant Recall calculator program

Spreadsheets
A novices guide to SuperCalc 2
An introduction to Spreadsheets

The Network
Better saved than sorry - a cautionary tale

Thesaurus
The Three Inch Thesaurus reviewed

Top Tips

A collection of tips about printers

A flash of colour - Laser Colour foil

Giving your 3" drive a good belt - DIY repairs
Snippets and top tips

Tweak
Doodling with Tweak

Word Search
Competition - Which word is missing?

Word processing

Fitting the words to the space

From typewriter to word processor

From typewriter to word processor (updated)

Writing
Writing for P... Publication, profit, pleasure?
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Authors of articles

CA Clive Anderson AA Anne Attle EB Elspeth Bairstow
MB Michael Banister NB Norman Bannister B Joe Bird

DB Dareen Bridge HC Harry Carter TC Ted Caton

NC Nick Chaundy PC Peter Clark DC Dorene Cox

SD Steve Denson KD Ken Dick MD Monica Dickerson
™D Tony Dimond FE FFred Eagles ME Mike Elliston
DI Daniel FFrench PH Peter Hathaway Gl Geoff Hayes

BH Bill Heilbron DEH D E Hogarth AH Adrian Hooper
TGJ Trevor G James MIJ Maurcen Jenner BJ Bill Jennings

JK John King DI David Lalicu FWM  FF W Manders
SMI1 Steve Massam SM2  Stan Martin LM Les McClelland
GM Gareth Morris RP R Parry JEP J C Penny

AWP  Arthur W Pigott KP Ken Plumridge PR Peter Rogerson
KR Ken Rouse RS Rod Shinkfield Ds Dave Smith

GS Graham Swepson RT Rhodri Thomas BW Brian Watson
EW1  Esther Welch EW2  Eileen White

Back numbers of The Disc Drive are available from
Steve Massam, 27 St Marks Road, BENFLEET, Essex SS7 2PY
for six Second Class postage stamps per copy
or £1.20 per copy in quantities of four or more
(both including postage) whilst they remain in print.
You may telephone 01702 555398 to confirm availability
before posting your order.



Bob Woodford

Bob Woodford, who died on Sunday 30th January 2000, will be
remembered by many of us as a keen and enthusiastic member of the club.
A regular attendee, always accompanied by his dear wife Vera, he very
strongly influenced the development of a friendly camaraderie among
members. He became a member of the club in 1992 and was always
willing to participate in its activities. In addition to acting as club auditor
he organised occasional suppers, name badges and gifts of appreciation for
the committee at Christmas meetings.

Bob served with distinction in the Royal Navy during World War Il in
various parts of the world. He was married to Vera, who served in the
WRNS, in 1948 and they celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in
1998 in the bosom of their family. He kept up his Naval associations to the
end and always had a good word for shipmates old and new.

Bob will be remembered as a happy family man with a keen sense of
humour; a lover of tradition, etiquette, principles and thoroughness.

Our hearts and sympathies are particularly with Vera and his family at
this sad time.

Bob was a good man and a good friend who we will dearly miss.

Various PCW items for sale

PCW9512 with printer, keyboard, manual and discs £25
PcW10 with printer, keyboard, manual and discs £25
Replacement boards, power or CPU, for both the

8000 series and the 9512 at only £5 each. £5
3" 180K disc drives for 8256/8512 A: drive £10
8000 series printers, no flaps but good working order £4
Dust covers for 9512, set of three, brand new £2
Box of ten 34" DD discs. Good quality. £1
Many other items available Postage extra

Send SSAE for list to:

John King, 26 Guysfield Drive, Rainham, Essex RM13 7AJ
Tel: 01708 630477
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Members’ Recommendations
From John King

Much has been said regarding the high
prices being asked for printer ribbons for
the PCW8256, PCW8512, PcW9256 and
PcW10 machines so I undertook a search
on the Web with the following results:

Aktiv offers compatible MultiStrike
ribbons for £2-43 each or compatible FN
ribbons for £2.54 each. There is no
minimum order and these prices include
postage and VAT,

Activ Direct Computer Products Ltd,

Freepost MID 17855,

Ilkeston, Derby DE7 9BR

01159308 222.

www.activdirect.co.uk/

Consumables.Net offers a pack of five
original film ribbons for £10.23 including
postage and VAT.

Consumables.Net,

Unit 1, Cathedral Units,

Phoenix Business Centre,

Low Mill Road, Ripon,

North Yorks HG4 1NS

01765 608855

fax 01765 608877
www.consumables.net/

I have no connection with either firm
nor have I purchased from them; they were
just the cheapest found after a lengthy Web
search. Could there be an even cheaper
supplier? If so, please let the Club know.

To obtain the above information I typed
the phrase “Printer Ribbons” in the Search
box on the Web and then scrolled down all
suggested suppliers opening each in turn.
(Check if prices include post and VAT.)

Public Domain Library

As mentioned in Newsletter No.77 the
Club’s Public Domain Library in now in
the capable hands of Daniel French. The
Committee apologises that it was necessary
to withdraw this popular facility from
September until February but it was more
important that the Club had a Treasurer on
the Committee, until Daniel volunteered to
take on the PD Library.

Following the move of the Library from
Basildon to Roehampton, Daniel under-
took an extensive stocktaking exercise to
update the catalogue and to ensure that
everything had gone smoothly. It transpires
that some of the data and programs on the
discs, which have been donated to the Club
from a number of sources, are copyright
material and are not in the public domain.

Daniel has been advised to withdraw
such material from the catalogue because
some of it is still on sale from authorised
suppliers and some material bears copy-
right registrations within the files. This
means that it is just possible that you will
be advised that discs you have recently
requested are no longer available. Please
accept that the Club can not distribute
copyright material which has not been
released into the public domain. Sorry.

Colophon

Written into an elderly Amstrad PCW
8512 fitted with a Cirtech Hard Disc and
2Mb memory in LocoScript 4 and output
to a Hewlett Packard LaserJet IIIp by Mike
Elliston, Chairman of the British Amstrad
PCW Club, with special thanks to Ken
Rouse. And to answer Daniel’s next query,
the black box is an .MDA not a LocoScript
4 boxed outline.
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